
                           
                                               

 

Constitution Reloaded: 

Process, first achievements of the Constitutional Commission and next steps 

*Preliminary programme* 

1 July 2015 

Hotel “Ukraina”, 4 Heroes of Heaven Hundred Alley, Kyiv 

 
 
15:30 - 16:00 Registration and coffee/tea 
 
16:00 - 16:20 Opening remarks 
 

 Anka Feldhusen, Deputy Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Ukraine  
 Ambassador Vladimir Ristovski, Head of the Council of Europe Office in Ukraine  

 Volodymyr Groysman, Speaker of Parliament, Head of the Constitutional Commission /OR 
Oksana Syroid, Deputy Speaker of Parliament 

 Oleksiy Filatov, Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration, Secretary to the Constitutional 
Commission  

 Michael Meyer-Resende, Executive Director, Democracy Reporting International, Berlin  
 
Moderation of the conference:  Andriy Shevchenko, USAID RADA Chief of Party 

                     Yulia Kyrychenko, expert of the Centre for Political and Legal Reforms  
 

 
16:20 - 17:30  Session 1   
                          The Process: Constitutional Commission and its engagement with the public 
 
16:20 - 17:00 Moderated discussion with panelists  
17:00 - 17:30 Public Q&A - led by moderators 
 
Proposition:   
The more transparent, consultative and inclusive the reform process is, the higher are the chances of 
public understanding and acceptance. On the other hand, Ukrainian policymakers are under immense 
pressure to achieve reforms quickly, which makes extensive public consultations more difficult.  

 
Key Questions: 
How representative is the composition of the Constitutional Commission? Is it ensured from political 
influences? Do operating rules of the Commission contribute to its effective function? Can we speak of a 
transparent constitutional reform process? What mechanisms are in place to make the process 
transparent and to allow for public input? Why are journalists not interested in the constitutional process? 
Will the Commission create new “thematic” groups or will it cease its activities after amending the 
Constitution with regards to the human rights, judiciary and decentralisation? 
 
Panelists:  

 Viktor Musiyaka, Deputy Head of the Constitutional Commission  

 Kostiantyn Krasovsky, member of the Constitutional Commission’s Secretariat /OR a 
representative of the Constitutional Commission’s Secretariat on the communication issues 

 N.A., international expert observer at the Constitutional Commission 

 Ihor Koliushko, Head of the Centre for Political and Legal Reforms, chief expert of the RPR’s 
constitutional group 

 Natalia Sokolenko, journalist, Hromadske Radio  

 Andriy Kulikov, journalist, ICTV and Hromadske Radio 
 
 
17:30 - 17:50 Coffee / Tee  
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17:50 - 19:00   Session 2   
                          The substance: A big step forward? What do we think of the constitutional drafts? 
 
17:50 - 18:30 Moderated discussion with panelists  
18:30 - 19:00 Public Q&A - led by moderators 
 
Proposition: 
Three “thematic” groups of the Commission are working respectively on: amendments to the provisions 
on the judicial system, decentralisation and human rights. There aim is to systematically change the 
respective chapters of the constitution and to align with international and European obligations and thus, 
facilitate the overall reforming of the country.  
 
Key Questions: 
How do working groups of the Commission ensure aligning of constitutional changes to European 
standards? What will people and society benefit from the human rights amendments? Will the judiciary be 
released from political influence? What is the system of powers and influences envisaged in the proposed 
decentralisation constitutional amendments? What are the chances to mobilise the required parliamentary 
majority for these changes quickly? What challenges did the groups face so far? Are there any 
discrepancies between recommendations the recommendations of the “thematic” groups and, if so, how 
will they be brought into conformity? What are the next steps? How quickly will these changes be 
implemented and how will they influence further reform process? How is this effort aligned with the 
commitments under Minsk II? 
 
Panelists:  

 Oksana Syroid, Deputy Speaker of Parliament 

 Yuri Kliuchkovsky, representative of the working group “Decentralisation” 

 Volodymyr Butkevych, head of the working group “Human Rights” 

 Virgilijus Valancius / OR Oleksandr Vodiannikov, expert observer at the working group 
“Judicial System” 

 Volodymyr Shapoval, professor in law, former judge of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine  

 Andriy Kozlov, Team Leader, DRI Kyiv, expert observer at the Constitutional Commission 
 
 
18:55 – 19:05 Conclusions 
 

 Ruslana Vovk, Project Officer / Legal Expert, Democracy Reporting International, Berlin  
 
19:05-19:10 Final remarks 
 
Moderators of the conference: Andriy Shevchenko, USAID RADA Chief of Party 

                    Yulia Kyrychenko, expert of the Centre for Political and Legal Reforms  
 
 
Language of the conference: Ukrainian / English (simultaneous translation) 
 
Final list of participants is being confirmed 
 
The conference is organised by Democracy Reporting International (DRI), USAID Project “RADA”, and 
Reanimation Package of Reforms. The conference is held in the framework of the project “Support to a 
transparent, democratic reform process in Ukraine” that is implemented by DRI together with the Institute 
of International Relations of the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. The project is funded by 
the German Federal Foreign Office.  
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Main actitivites of RPR are supported by: 

                             

 


