
The expert community warned that most of the innovations of the draft law do not apply to criminal proceedings in absentia 
and in no way can help convict Yanukovych and other fugitives, contrary to what the Prosecutor General claims. 
Instead, they threaten every citizen of Ukraine by reviving elements of the repressive Soviet criminal machine.

The Prosecutor General said that all dangerous provisions had been eliminated before adoption. However, this is only partially true.

The President of Ukraine has to veto the new law as posing a threat to Ukrainians and failing to attain 
its main goal – i.e. “putting the yanukovyches behind bars”. RPR experts are ready to work together 
with the authorities to promptly develop an effective mechanism of in absentia proceedings.

Provisions removed from the draft law

Serving subpoenas 
through official 
print media

Exclusion of the time to 
review the records of 
proceedings from the 

total period of pre-trial 
investigation

Investigating authorities can artificially extend the time for providing investigation records 
for months or years. During this time, the person will indefinitely remain in the status of a 
suspect, and may be subject to enforcement measures (seizure of property, removal from 
office, revocation of a privilege), as well as preventive measures that are not related to 
detention (house arrest, wearing an electronic bracelet, prohibition to leave the place of 
residence, passport seizure, etc.)

Conclusion of 
agreements on 

recognition of guilt in all 
types of cases associated 

with particularly serious 
crimes, including those 

involving victims

Investigating authorities will be able to improve their performance indicators by forcing 
suspects to confess, and threatening them with life imprisonment if they refuse. Rapid 
referral of a case with such an agreement to court is fraught with a high risk of pressure on 
victims to get their permission for the agreement, and neglecting their rights for compensa-
tion. Besides, the possibility of concluding agreements in all the proceedings including 
especially grave crimes will make it possible for people suspected of committing terrorist 
acts to get the opportunity to mitigate their punishment.

The transitional provisions 
of the Law do not stipulate 

any rules for applying its 
new principles to currently 

ongoing criminal 
proceedings

Uncertain rules concerning access to the materials of proceedings, calculation of the 
period of investigation, and conclusion of agreements on recognition of guilt in criminal 
proceedings that began before the Law was adopted and will continue after its entry into 
force. Such a state of legal uncertainty will affect hundreds of thousands of suspects, 
defendants, and victims. 
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New rules for calculating 
the investigation period 

when combining and 
severing proceedings

The prosecutor can unite or sever proceedings many times with only one purpose – to 
keep the status of a suspect for months or years, and apply the above measures of 
proceedings enforcement and preventive measures to that person.

Increase of the 
detention period 
from 12 to 18 months

Increase of the period 
of pre-trial investigation 
from 12 to 18 months

Court permission to detain 
people remains in effect for 
life rather than for 6 months

Postponement of the start 
of work of the State 
Bureau of Investigations

WHY AMENDMENTS TO CСP NO.5610
ARE HARMFUL AND SHOULD BE VETOED?

Instead, the new law still contains threats to every Ukrainian that violate the constitutional rights 
of citizens and European standards of investigation
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