
* Law “On the High Council of Justice” / Law “On the Constitutional Court of Ukraine” / Law “On 
anticorruption courts” / Amendments to the procedural codes / Law “On access to legal profession” / Law 

“On public defender’s office and activity” / Amendments to the Law “On prosecution”

amendments to the 
Constitution regarding justice 
and a new Law “On the 
judiciary and the status of 
judges” come into force 

the judges of courts of 
appeal submit declarations 
on family relations and fair 
practice

powers of the Minister of 
Justice and the Prosecutor 
General of Ukraine as 
members of the High Council 
of Justice are terminated 

TIMELINE OF THE JUDICIAL REFORM

by January 1, 2017

by November 29, 2016

six members of the High 
Council of Justice are 
elected at the judges’ 

congress 

from January 1, 2017by January 6, 2017

from January 6, 2017 by April 1, 2017

only prosecutors or attorneys 
can act as representatives at 

the Supreme Court and the 
courts of cassation 

an interim qualification 
commission of private 

executors is set up 

a unified register of 
debtors and 
regulations of the law 
on activity of individual 
entrepreneurs come 
into force 

a new Supreme 
Court is established, its 
judges being selected on a 
competitive basis; the judges 
of local courts submit 
declarations on family 
relations and fair practice 

September 30, 2016 from September 30, 2016

a number of laws and 
amendments to the 
procedural codes are 
adopted* 

by early 2017

judges submit 
e-declarations 
on their assets 

the Law “On agencies and 
persons in charge of 
enforcement of court rulings and 
decisions of other agencies” and 
the Law “On executive 
proceedings” come into force 

the Public Integrity 
Council is formed

the judges of high courts 
submit declarations on 
family relations and fair 

practice 

October 5 2016

by October 30, 2016November 11, 2016

by December 1, 2016 by December 29, 2016

competitive selection of judges 
to the new Supreme Court 
starts; an automated system 
for creating and keeping 
judges’ portfolios is launched 
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establishment and formation of the High Anticorruption Court within 12 months 
after the relevant law comes into force 

development of an Integrated Judicial Information System to ensure automated 
document flow and analytical procession of statistical information 

only prosecutors or 
attorneys can act as 
representatives at the 
courts of first instance

TIMELINE OF THE JUDICIAL REFORM

Ukraine might recognize 
the International Criminal 
Court on the basis of the 

Rome Statute 

from June 30, 2019from January 1, 2020 by December 31, 2019

wages of judges working 
at courts of all instances, 

except for Supreme 
Court, increase

new members of the High 
Council of Justice, mostly 
elected by judges, are 
appointed 

by April 30, 2019

the Court Protection 
Service is launched

the Parliament (instead of 
the President) is empowered 
to set up, reorganize, and 
liquidate courts

only prosecutors or 
attorneys can act as 

representatives at the 
courts of appeal

the High Council of Justice 
(instead of the President) is 

empowered to transfer judges 
from one court to another 

by January 1, 2018from January 1, 2018

from January 1, 2019

from September 30, 2018

by December 31, 2018

wages of judges working 
at courts of all instances, 
except for Supreme Court, 
increase

by October 6, 2017

the Ministry of Justice 
conducts constituent 
meetings of private enforcers 
in the regions; their key 
agencies are established 

by December 31, 2017 from December 31, 2017

 2018

 2019

only prosecutors or attorneys 
can act as representatives of 

authorities and local 
self-government bodies at the 

courts; wages of judges working 
at courts of all instances, except 

for Supreme Court, increase

DURING AN INDEFINITE PERIOD OF TIME:
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TIMELINE OF THE JUDICIAL REFORM: 
EXPLAINER

1 September, 30 2016 
  • Law of Ukraine “On amendments to the Constitution regarding justice” of June 2, 2016,  
       No.1401-VIII comes into force. 
  • Law of Ukraine “On the judiciary and the status of judges” of June 2, 2016, No.1401-VIII 
      comes into force.

2 from September 30, 2016 
 The powers of the Minister of Justice and the Prosecutor General of Ukraine as members of 
the High Council of Justice are terminated. 

3 October 5, 2016 
      • Law of Ukraine “On agencies and persons in charge of enforcement of court rulings and  
           decisions of other agencies” of June 2, 2016, No.1403-VIII comes into force.
      • Law of Ukraine “On executive proceedings” of June 2, 2016, No.1404-VIII comes into force. 

4 by October 30, 2016 
 Judges submit e-declarations on their assets.

5 November 11, 2016 
 The Public Integrity Council is formed. This body, consisting of representatives of the public 
sector, should provide public monitoring of the judges’ lifestyle and assist the High Qualification 
Commission of Judges in the assessment of professional ethics and integrity of judges and 
candidates for judges.

6 by November 29, 2016 
 The judges of the Supreme Court of Ukraine and the judges of high specialized courts 
submit declarations on family relations and fair practice to the High Qualification Commission of 
Judges of Ukraine.

7 by December 1, 2016 
      • Competitive selection of judges to the new Supreme Court starts. 
      • The High Qualification Commission of Judges of Ukraine ensures launch of the automated  
          system for creating and keeping judges’ files (files of the candidates to the offices of judges).

8 by December 29, 2016 
 The judges of appeal courts submit declarations on family relations and fair practice to the 
High Qualification Commission of Judges of Ukraine.

9 In the course of 2016 and early 2017 
 A number of laws and amendments to procedural codes should be adopted:
      • Law “On the High Council of Justice” 
      • Law “On the Constitutional Court of Ukraine”: a proper competition to fill the offices of  
           judges of the Constitutional Court within a single competition commission should be  
           introduced; 
      • Law “On anticorruption courts”: a fair competition should be introduced.
      • Amendments to the procedural codes.
      • Law “On access to legal profession”.
      • Law “On public defender’s office and activity”: the powers of the incumbent attorneys’  
           self-government bodies should be terminated. 



      • Amendments to the Law “On prosecution”: a competition to fill the office of the Prosecutor 
General should be introduced; need to prevent restoring the Soviet system of prosecution.

10 January 1, 2017 
 Six members of the High Council of Justice are elected at the judges’ congress.

11  from January 1, 2017 
 Only prosecutors (representing the state interests in court) or attorneys (with the exceptions 
established by law, acting as representatives in industrial disputes, social rights disputes, disputes 
regarding election and referendum, insignificant disputes, as well as representatives of minors or 
under-age persons and the persons declared incapable by court or those with limited capability) 
can act as representatives at the Supreme Court and the courts of cassation. 

12 by January 6, 2017 
 The Ministry of Justice of Ukraine forms an interim qualification commission of private 
executors including seven persons, as well as an interim disciplinary commission of private 
executors including seven persons. The interim qualification commission and the interim 
disciplinary commission exercise the powers of the qualification commission and the disciplinary 
commission before the Congress of private executors of Ukraine convenes.

13 from January 6, 2017
 A unified register of debtors (a systematized database of debtors, which is part of the 
automated system of enforcement proceedings and is maintained to publish the information about 
unfulfilled property obligations of debtors in real time and to prevent the debtors from alienating 
property) is launched. The information about the debtors included into the unified register of 
debtors is open and published on the website of the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine. Regulations of 
the law on activity of private executors come into force.

14 by April 1, 2017 
      • A new Supreme Court is established and its judges being selected on a competitive basis, 
as determined by the Plenum of the Supreme Court by the ruling published on the website of the 
judiciary and in the newspaper “Voice of Ukraine.” The Supreme Court is launched provided that at 
least 65 judges of the Supreme Court are appointed. 
      • The High Qualification Commission of Judges of Ukraine takes organizational and technical 
measures to ensure that the judges (candidates to the offices of judges) fill out declarations on 
family relations and fair practices and that these declarations are published on the official website.
      • The judges of local courts submit declarations on family relations and fair practices to the 
High Qualification Commission of Judges of Ukraine. 

15 by October 1, 2017 
 A High Court on intellectual property is established and a competition to fill the vacancies of 
judges in this court is called.

16 by October 6, 2017
 The Ministry of Justice conducts constituent meetings of private enforcers in the regions 
and determines the procedure of their organization. Not later than in one month after the eight 
constituent meetings of private enforcers are conducted in the regions, the Ministry of Justice 
conducts the constituent meeting of private enforcers of Ukraine. The first constituent meeting of 
private enforcers of Ukraine establishes the Association of private enforcers of Ukraine, approves 
its statute, sets up the Council of private enforcers of Ukraine and the auditing committee, adopts 
the regulations on these agencies, and appoints the members of the Qualification commission and 
the Disciplinary commission. 



17 from January 1 to December 31, 2017 
 The amount of wages (except for those who has not passed the qualification assessment 
yet) for the judges working at local courts is equal to 15 minimum wages, at the courts of appeal 
and higher specialized court – 25, the Supreme Court – 75.  

18 from December 31, 2017 or earlier (if a new administrative and territorial division of   
 Ukraine is introduced in line with the Constitution of Ukraine regarding power 
decentralization)
The Parliament (instead of the President) is empowered to set up, reorganize, and liquidate courts. 

19 by January 1, 2018 
 The Court Protection Service is launched.

20 from January 1, 2018
 Only prosecutors (representing the state interests in court) or attorneys (with the exceptions 
established by law, acting as representatives in industrial disputes, social rights disputes, disputes 
regarding election and referendum, insignificant disputes, as well as representatives of minors or 
under-age persons and the persons declared incapable by court or those with limited capability) 
can act as representatives at the courts of appeal. 

21 from September 30, 2018 
 The High Council of Justice (instead of the President on recommendation of the High 
Council of Justice) is empowered to transfer judges from one court to another.

22 from January 1 to December 31, 2018 
 The amount of wages (except for those who has not passed the qualification assessment 
yet) totals for the judges working at local courts – 20, at the courts of appeal and higher 
specialized court – 30, the Supreme Court – 75 minimum wages.

23 from January 1, 2019
 Only prosecutors (representing the interests of state in court) or attorneys (with the 
exceptions established by law, acting as representatives in industrial disputes, social rights 
disputes, disputes regarding election and referendum, insignificant disputes, as well as 
representatives of minors or under-age persons and the persons declared incapable by court or 
those with limited capability) can act as representatives at the courts of first instance.

24 by April 30, 2019
 New members of the High Council of Justice, mostly elected by judges, are selected 
(appointed).

25 from June 30, 2019 
 Ukraine might recognize the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court on the basis of 
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

26 from January 1 to December 31, 2019 
 The amount of wages (except for those who has not passed the qualification assessment 
yet) totals for the judges working at local courts is equal to 25 minimum wages, at the courts of 
appeal and higher specialized court – 40, the Supreme Court – 75.  

27 from January 1, 2020 
      • Only prosecutors or attorneys can act as representatives of public authorities and local self-
government in courts.
      • The amount of wages (except for those who has not passed the qualification assessment 



yet) totals for the judges working at local courts is equal to 30 minimum wages, at the courts of 
appeal and higher specialized court – 50, the Supreme Court – 75.  

During an indefinite period of time:

      • Should some of the courts established by September 30, 2016, be reorganized or 
liquidated, the judges of such courts have the right to file in a resignation or apply for another 
vacancy of a judge under the legally established procedure.  
      • The High Anticorruption Court is established within 12 months after the law setting 
special requirements for the judges of the High Anticorruption Court comes into force and the 
competition to fill the vacancies of judges in this court is called. 
      • The State Court Administration of Ukraine provides for the development of the Integrated 
Judicial (Automated) Information System to ensure automated document flow in courts, 
between courts, between courts and judicial self-government bodies, and the State Court 
Administration of Ukraine, as well as secure storage and automated analytical procession of 
statistical information about the activity of judges and courts of relevant levels and jurisdictions, the 
data included to the judges’ portfolios, etc.


